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niaaeat Settlement of 1793, the condition of
the actual cultivators had continued to be as
miserable as ever, the Zamindars being at liberty
to increase the rent constantly. The remedy he
asked for was, firstly, the prohibition of any
further rise in rent, and secondly, a reduction in
the revenue demanded from the Zamindar so as
to ensure a reduction in the rent. Ram Mohan
was the champion of the people at large and not
of the class to which he himself belonged.
If this work in the political field was memor-
able, his work in the cause of social reform had
far-reaching consequences. He worked for the
abolition of the inhuman custom of suttee. For
a long time the Government remained indiiferent
to what he said, but he went on pressing for it
through his writings and speeches till at last the
Government had to yield. By getting this custom
abolished he paved the way for other kinds of
social reform. He said that we should not stick
to customs only because they are old. Moreover,
in the cause of reform we should seek the aid not
<mfy of the shastras but also of the Government.
He both talked social reform and practised it*
For many years it had been thought that a visit
to England or any other country abroad was an
irreligious act. Ram Mohan Roy set this idea
aside and went to England, thereby liberating the
people of India from a silly old custom.
He worked whole-heartedly in the came of